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Bvery school day brings suuething new, but there is ane stalus c|m sl parents expect: homework. The
old adage thar praciice mukes perfoct seems to make sense when it cowes w, schoolwork. Bul, while
hunkering down after dinner awmong books and warksheets might seem like 4 nalwral part of childhood,
there’s mare research nuw dian ever suggesting that it shomldu't be s, .

Many n the eduncation field today are looking for evidence o support e case for homework, but are
coming up emply-hauded, “Homework 15 all pain ond no goin,™ says anthor Allie Koba, T bis book The
Homeworle Myrh, Kaho puinty out that no smedy has ever foind a correlation between homework and
acadenuc achievement in elewentary school, and there is linke reason 10 believe that homework is
uecessary in high schoal, By Lac, it miy even diminish interest in learoing, says Kol

If you've ever had a late uiglit argument with your chitd about completing homework, you probably know
first-hand rhar homework can be a strain on families. by an effon 1o reducs that strews, d Erowing nuber
of schools are hanning hoework.

Mary Jane Cera is the gcademic administeator lor the ino School, a private, nonprofit 1 12 school in
Tucson, Avizona, whicli maintams a no-homework polivy scross all grades, The purpose of the policy 1s
b make sure fearning vemaing « joy lor students, not a second shift of work el inpedes social e gl
creative activity, Ceva says tat when now smidenss ave told there will be no homework assigiinents, they
breathe a sigh of relic

Many proponents of hamework argue that life is tilled with tldngs we don't like w do, and that homework
teachies self discipline, thoe wanagement and aber nanacadenic life skills. Kohn challenges this popular
tion: I kids have no choice in the matter of hemework, they'te ot really exercising judgment, and are
wslead losing theie seuse of autonomy.

At the Kino school, Gera says children often choose 1o take their taverite parts of school bome. “A ot of
what we sew Kidls doing is conrinuing 1 write in journals, pracricing music with their Peieds, and 1aking
experiments howe 0 show their pavents,” shie says, xlmdnmi information from Kino graduares suggesrs
that the early control over thelr edncation coutinues 1o serve them well into college: they teel herter
equipped ro mandge their eme and appraach peolessors with guestions.

Standarized Testing

Cine of the reasons that we continue 1o dole our menmmaing ol homework, Kolu savs, iy our obsesyion with
standardized rests. This coucern is especially velevant with the latest Prograw for Interpational Student
Assessient (PISA} resulis placing American smdenrs 25th in mathe aud 245t i science, “The standards
and aecountability craze tial las our stodents in s geip aggoes for peltiog ugher with children, making
thewy do more mindless worksheets at eavlier apes so that v.t' el seore higher in mtcrndtmnu]
assessiments,” Kaohin says, “IU's not about leaming, it's aboul w mnu u,"

Even if we can agree on the importance of kids doing bettor on rests like PIS; \ Kol seys, there is 1o
research to sngpest el homewaork is e fickel o success, Our “competitors’” tnathe global markemplace
are coming np with the sawme conclusions abont homework, A recent comparafive study of kids in €hina,
Japan and two 118, cities shows there 15 no conelalion belween tme spent on studying and academic
Avliigvement. " L

How much iy toy nuch?

Su, what's the solution™ The National !‘mmr Teacher Associalion sugpes(s Llul(.lrrm in kindergarien s
nough second grade should o bumework for no mare than 10 10 20 minutes & day, and for thid ol
sinth graders the limir 15 40-60 minutes a day. Kohn savs the question s’ just, "How woch howework is
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fon mucl? Many parents wonld be delighied i tsachers reduced the amount their children are getting,
but e says the quality of these assigiments needs (o be addressed as well, “Some of this smiff isn't worth
two iutes of their children's time,” Jie says

Iuhn believes thar the “detantt” setling (or schools should be no homewaork, but that if evening work was

assipett o occasion, it herrer be fov a oo reason, Thal means repetitive practice problems from 500-

- pagte textbouks get tossed out the window. Tistead, Kohu savs parents should be asking two fundamental
e CURSHOLS: -

Lo Does this assigiunent make kids maore exelted abonr the mpic and leaming in general?

’

2. Does; this assignment help kids o think nwe deeply about questions tial watler?

What vou can do

For parents who want (o probe deeper into the quality of homewark their child is gering, Kohn says the
first step is ra check the school's policy. In the case wheve pocrty desipied homewark is being given, ir's
fme 10 talk to e teacher, sit down with the principal, waie a letter in the editor, and/ov speak up ar the
next seliogl board meeting, "It makes sense 1o do this with other pareuats,” be says, “Ten pareuts saying
that homewrk dues more harm than good are hacd to ipnore”

Wherever the homework debate goes pest, be i the front pages or on the back burner, it's worth taking a
munienl o examine if were asking the right guestions about our children's education. The pgood news s,
it's mever o lale w start.

!

- ko mane infornuation oo Alfie K.ohn and his laresr honk, The Homework Myth, visit www.altickohn.org




The Homework Debate

L. Read the text and lind: | .

The article sonree -

Aok enlonSd ..o '

The mame of a sclioul oo

Alind aftest - Lo e
2. What type of text do you think this is? Support yUUr answer.

Narrarive Expository Argumentarive
WY e S
3. Use the words in bold w complete the chart. Ave they SYLOLYILS OF dntonyms?
| B WORD FROM TEXT SYNONYM OR ANTONYM?

Maxim, axiom :

ability, incorhpetence

Homework, lasks
Throw away, launch

Incinde, permit

A 4. Decide if the following sentences are TRUF, FALSE or NOT GIVEN,

a) Kolin thinks thar no hamework should be given unless there is a good veason for i,
b) There is 4 correlation herween homework and academic achievement.

) Having w do homework cannot produce stress on families. _

d) Research shows that move than 50% of the given hamework are ol low qu&ll_l.y. .

e) Graduates [rom Kino schonl have early control over their education.

"
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5. Cnmplete the chart: Sending Homework ...

PROS(H |  CONS() -
6. Make a summary using the graphic arganizer,
etails: _
Details: -
Dietaily:
MAIN IDEA:
S Details:
Petails: _
Delails:
—
Conclusion:
————— Wﬂﬁu&r&ﬁﬁnjrhs%&aﬁe—mﬁmﬂﬂeﬁwmwﬁﬁm




7. Compare this 2 phirases and give your opinion; -

. a .I - k1]
“Practice mukes perfect”, “Homewaork is all pain and no guin
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Robot 'Teachers

If you think of the jubs robots could never do, you would p[';.!bably put doctors and teachers at the
top of the list. It's easy to imagine robol cleaners and factory workers, hut some johs need human
connection and ereativity, Bul are we underestimating whar rohots can do? In some cases, they
alreacdy peclunn better than docrors ar diagnosing illuess. Also, some patients might feel more
comfortable sharing personal information with 4 wachine (an a person. Could there be a place [ur
1obols in education after all?

Dritish edncarion expert Authony Seldon thinks se. And he even has a date [or the robol takeover
af the classroom: 2027, He predicts wobots will do the main job of transferring information and
reachers will be like assistants, hotelligent robots will read students’ faces, movements and mayhe
even hrain signals. Then they will adapt the information W each student. TU's not a popular opinion
and it's unlikely robuts will ever have empathy aud Ui ability to really connect with humans like
annther Liuwdn can.

Oune thing 15 certain, though. A robot teacher is hetter than no eacher 4t all. In some parts of the
waorld, theve aren’t enough teachers and 9-16 per cent of children under the age of 14 don’t gn 1o
schanl. That problem could he partly solved by wbots because they can teach anywhere and won’t
gelstressed, or tired, or move sowewhere for an easier, higher-paid job,

Those negalive aspects of reaching are something everyone agrees on. ‘Teachers all aver the world
are leaving hecanae it is a diflicult job and they feel overworked, Pethiaps Uie yuestion is not “Will
wbuols replace teachers?” but “How can rohots help reachers?” Office workers caun use soltware (o do
things ltke oganize and answer emalls, avange weetings and update calendars. Teachers waste a lot
of time doing non teaching work, including more than 11 howrs a week marking howework, If
rabots could cut-the fime teachers spend marking homework and writing reports, teachers would
have more time and euergy for the parts of the job hunans do best,

www britishcouncil.org/learnenglish (2019)



1) Match the definitions (a~f) with the vacabulary (1-6).

L=

Vocabulary Delinitions

Toviiins a lakeover a. the ability to thiuk ol new ideas

2o, 0 adapl h. 1o think something is less than il is

3 - o underestimate e. to work out what kind ol illness soigeone has

4. ... empathy d. when someone takes contol of soething, like 4 job or a place
) . o diagnose e, to change sometiing so that it [its better

Y , viedlive f. the ability w deeply understand someone's situation or [eelings

2} Are the sentences rroe or [alse?

1. Most jobs seem as if they can be doue by robuls or computers. ...
2. Rahots are always better of diagnosing illness tan doctors. ...

3. Many expeits agres robots will replace teachers hy 2027, .

4. One advantage of vobol teachers is that they don’t need tovest. ...,
h. Kohot assistants could help reachers by warking homework. ...

6. Some teachers use robots to reduce thely e answering emails and marking homework. ...

1) Chaoose the best answer.

1.117s easy o thivk robots ...

a. will veplace people even if we don’t like the idea.
h. are jore capable than peaple and iCs e,

. can do less than people bur ir's not always true.

2. Anthony Seldon thinks teachers in the [uture will ...
a. help rohots in class.
h. teach kiowledge to students.

r.no longer exist.

3. Robots will probably never ...
4. have human imderstauding of emotions,
h. be a papular choice for teachers.

c. be intelligent enough to work in education.



4. Some parts of the world .,
A, pay 1eboly Lo teach.

b, already use rohots in teacling jobs.

C. have d shortage of teachers

5, Teachers ...
a. wurk harder than office workers.
b, have less help than offlice workers.

C. leave their jobs 1o become office warkers,

6. Robots could ...
a. enpatliize with stmidents,
h. mark hwmework.

C. prepare lessony

4) What's your opinion abuut having rebaet teachers in the classroom? Can you think of some

advantages and/or disadvantages?
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